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A Message from our Principal:
As I am writing this introduction to our latest edition 
of the Brandt School newsletter, it is a beautiful 
Spring day.  It’s as if the long, cold WInter has 
officially ended.    Working with the students, 
teachers, staff and families these past few months 
has made me reflect on the wonderful work we do 
here at the Joseph F. Brandt School.  The title of this 
edition is “A Celebration of  Diversity”.  February and 
March allowed our K-2 students to unleash their 
creativity and express their knowledge.    The 
students learned so much about themselves and 
others. I am so impressed by their confidence and 
thoughtful understanding of community. As you 
thumb through this edition, you will  be, too!

Welcome to The Brandt School
The Brandt School Community would like to welcome our new School Counselor 
for Kindergarten, First and Second Grades, Ms. Beverly Gross! She is ecstatic to 
join the team and we are happy to have her here!  Ms. Gross holds a Bachelor's 
degree in Psychology from Rutgers University and a Master’s Degree in School 
Counseling from Montclair State University.  She has worked in the Hoboken 
School District for 3 years with students ranging from K to 12.  She also coaches 
the Track and Field team at Hoboken High School. Please extend to her the 
warmest Brandt School welcome as you see her in our hallways and around our 
school!
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The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council (HECAC) is a 
group of parents, educational practitioners, and community 
members whose mission is to support high quality preschool 
program implementation for the children and families of 
Hoboken.  HECAC members meet five times a year and work 
in committees to accomplish our goals.  It is one of several 
meaningful vehicles available for parental and community 
engagement, especially for those individuals interested in 
working across schools.

The Brandt Parent Consortium (BPC)
The Brandt Parent Consortium (BPC) is the parent organization for families with children in 
Preschool-Grade 2.  Our mission is to work with all providers – the Board of Education 
(Kindergarten-2nd Grade), Mile Square (PreK 3 and 4) and HOPES (PreK 3 and 4) – to support 
our teachers, administration and staff.  We seek to engage families, foster positive learning 
and growth for our children, and to create lasting memories with our Brandt family.  BPC 
meetings take place on a monthly basis on the first Friday of every month at 8:45am in the 
cafeteria. 

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council (HECAC)

Brandt Teachers Participate in Harlem Wizards Fundraiser
On April 15th the Hoboken community came out in full force for some exciting entertainment and 
to support the teachers of Hoboken as they played basketball against the Harlem Wizards.  
Brandt’s very own Ms. Babilonia, Mrs. Gavin, Mr. Hamlin, Mrs. Santiago and Mr. Sheridan 
represented our school.  While technically Team Hoboken didn’t win the game, all of Hoboken was 
part of a winning team that helped raise money for our schools.   
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2018 Spring Fling
Thursday, April 12th was celebrated by students, staff and families as our Annual Spring 
Fling.  This evening social event was a sold out hit!  Parents and students donned their 
Sunday best and danced all evening with live entertainment, food, face painting and fun! 
There was even a special visit from the Brandt School mascot, Booker!  

Brandt Participates in the Hoboken Beautification Event
What better way to celebrate Earth Day than to help clean up the community in which we 
live?  Well, many Brandt families did just that!  With the help of Mayor Bhalla and 
community organizers, volunteers dedicated their Saturday to clean, plant in the 
neighborhood parks and public spaces.  About a dozen families with ties to the Brandt 
School took the opportunity to help beautify our local parks.  Thank you to all who lent 
their hands and didn’t mind getting them dirty. 
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April 16- 20 The Week of the Young Child (WOTYC)
WOTYC is a nationally recognized celebration of early learning in children that happens 
annually.   The Brandt School would not miss this chance to participate in honoring all 
the wonderful and amazing students in our school.  In our Kindergarten to 2nd grade 
classes each day was dedicated to a theme that would offer enjoyment to the students, 
such as Silly Sock Day, Wild Hat Day, Mystery Readers, and Pajama Day.   The students 
and teachers alike had great experiences allowing these simple breaks from routine to 
bring joy to all.    

School Resource Officers & School Safety
  Above all else, the safety of our students is the 

primary concern of the teachers and staff here at 
Brandt.  In collaboration with the Hoboken Police 
Department, the school offered multiple 
opportunities for the students to learn how to 
engage in safe behaviors inside and outside of the 
classroom and school environment. 
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WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE ROAD:  A Look into the Brandt Classrooms 

1st Grade:  Embracing the Creative Process

The first grade is continuing to work on reading comprehension as well as 
retelling stories through their nightly homework reading logs.  We are 
diving into creative writing and asking our peers to help us edit our work.  
We are finally learning about money in math class which is very exciting to 
all.  Parents, we can count the coins in your wallet and add up to one 
dollar!  In Social Studies we are focusing on learning about the seven 
continents and seven oceans and how to identify them on a map.  Ask your 
child to sing the continents song they learned in class, it is sure to be stuck 
in your head for days!

Kindergarten: Investigating the World Around Us
The Kindergarteners at Brandt participated in our celebration of diversity.  
During the months of February and March Social Studies and Language Arts 
lessons were integrated.  The students were introduced to notable African 
Americans and innovative women throughout history.  We studied these 
individuals and wrote about how they contributed to our modern world.

In Math, students have been composing and decomposing numbers up to 20.  
Ask your kiddos and we’re sure they’ll tell you “composing and 
decomposing” are just fancy words for adding and subtracting!  

In Language Arts our themes have included the seasons, weather and 
animals in their habitats.  Students not only focused on phonics and sight 
word recognition but worked to improve their analytical skills by  
comparing animal habitats and writing about the ways that seasonal change 
and weather affects their daily lives.
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Earth Day 2018

The students in Mrs Gavin’s 2nd grade class shared an Earth Day fact that they learned 
this week in front of their illustration projected onto the classroom Smart Board. They 
also reconstituted a recyclable item by turning it  into a piece of art or something they 
could repurpose. They had things ranging from a piggy bank, a planter, a jewelry holder, 
storage boxes, bird feeders, and many more. A few students grouped together and 
created a marble run that they could play with. 
It was a fun learning experience for all!

WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE ROAD:  A Look into the Brandt Classrooms

Kindergarten & Grade 2 Brandt School- Australian Pen Pals
Former Brandt families of Annabelle and Ashley Smith recently visited Ms. Cuba’s 2nd 
grade class and Mr. Sheridan’s Kindergarten class.  Annabelle was a Kindergarten student 
and Ashley was a Pre-K3 student when they relocated to Australia.  The family has 
remained in contact with their Hoboken friends and through their current school wanted to 
take advantage of this opportunity to establish a reciprocal relationship between us Yanks 
and the Ausies from the Land Down Under! 
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WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE ROAD:  A Look into the Brandt Classrooms 

The 2nd grade team of Mrs. Gavin, Ms. Cuba and Ms. Babilonia must be acknowledged here 
in their work of leading their students into an investigation and the public display of their 
learning.  The months of February and March offered the 2nd grade team the opportunity to 
allow their students to express their learning of notable African Americans and historical 
women in an authentic fashion.  The individuals of study ranged from a hundred of years 
ago to our modern times.  They included political, spiritual, athletic, musical and cultural 
innovators whose names that have inspired and will continue to inspire generations to 
come.  

2nd Grade Black History & Women’s History Month Exhibits
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2nd Grade Black History & Women’s History Month Exhibits
Just as February’s Black History Month project presented by the 2nd grade students was a 
class wide invitation for families to celebrate their child’s learning of notable African 
Americans within the classroom, March’s celebration of Women’s history became a 
school-wide event where the entire Hoboken community was invited to celebrate student 
learning on display.  The Brandt School gymnasium was transformed into a gallery as the 
2nd grade students toured  guests through historical and inspirational women.     
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Music with Ms. Maria Monblatt 

Brandt Music students have been studying the basics of Music history, theory performance and 
appreciation though a variety of methodologies such as Kodaly.  Kodaly approaches stress the 
importance of introducing young music students to the concepts through activities including 
listening, singing in echoes and movement before learning to read and write melodic and 
rhythmic notation.  THis marking period students have shown tremendous progress.  Students in 
K, 1 and 2 can identify, form and perform solfege note names and hand symbols.  Students have 
been working diligently to develop their music theory skills.  In every class students practice 
reading writing and performing melodic and rhythmic notation.  In addition, students have been 
critically listening to various genres of music, most recently, famous women.  Students have 
analyzed works by musicians such as Billie Holiday and Ella Fitzgerald and identified different 
instruments and characteristics through critical listening and subject specific terminology.  
Congratulations and keep up the fantastic work!
    

The wonderful thing about art is that there are endless solutions and 
approaches to art making! This marking period, students learned 
about a wide-variety of processes and approaches of notable female 
artists.  
Kindergarten students have learn the observational ways of still-life 
artists like Janet Fish, to the loose and subjective work of abstract 
artist Melissa McCracken.  
1st grade students have been working with materials other than our 
usual instrument- the pencil!   Following the footsteps of Bridget 
Collins, we create shapes using various objects including shells, twigs, 
pebbles and q-tips.  We also learned about mosaic collages from 
Deborah Cavenaugh and began our own meticulous creations.
2nd graders are at the end of their study on materials and sculpture.  
We learned about Angela Pozzi's inspirational work of using ocean 
trash to create life-size sculptures of the animals that are being 
impacted by these items.  After studying the properties of various 
materials and ways in which they can be used to attach and work with 
each other, students planned and executed a recycled-materials 
sculpture with hard work and the help of some friends. 

Be sure to check out some of our work on Artsonia.com for work from 
our artists we have been working on throughout the year! More 
updates will come soon.

Art with Ms. Gionna Forte
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Spanish: Ms. Tania Trinidad Payamps
This month the students will be learning about different dances and 
music in the Spanish speaking countries. Each country in the Spanish 
speaking world has distinct musical styles and traditions. Many of the 
unique rhythms and dances of Spanish speaking countries are now 
popular in the United States. This music features instruments such as 
guitars, violins, accordions, and various types of percussion such as 
guiros, sticks, cymbals, cow bells, and drums.  I will be discussing 
Flamenco a dance from Spain, Tango a dance from Argentina, Cumbia a 
dance from Colombia, Salsa a dance from Puerto Rico, and Merengue a 
dance from the Dominican Republic.

Physical Education: Ms. Alexandra Cacioppo
This quarter we started off with the Winter Olympics and explored creative ways to 
practice olympic sports and some of the history behind the Olympics! The classes made 
their own countries and designed their own flags and partook in speed skating, the luge, 
cross country skiing and the ski jump!

Following the Winter Olympics we’ve started our hard work on basketball skills and the 
rules of the game. Students in all grade levels have been working on fine tuning their 
dribbling skills from both static and dynamic environments, as well as learning the 
technique behind skilled passes. In the next couple weeks we’ll be finishing our skills with 
shooting the ball and then get into game play.

I
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K-2 PROJECT LEAD THE WAY (PLTW):
Kindergarten: Ms. Elizabeth Pecoraro
Our kindergarten scientists have been studying 
plants and how they grow. We have planted 
potatoes, beans, pumpkins and marigolds. We are 
charting their growth and learning about plant 
parts and what they do. We also worked in small 
groups and designed our own gardens!

1st Grade: Mr. Jack Hamlin
In 1st grade Science we have been focused on how an animal's adaptations help it survive 
in its environment. The students have explored adaptations that help animals with 
locomotion, camouflage, protection and food gathering. They are now investigating 
various environments and planning for what a human would need to travel there based on 
the adaptations of plants and animals that live in that environment. We have a few more 
weeks and a couple more fun projects in this unit before we move onto a technology 
focused unit in the fourth marking period.

2nd Grade: Ms. Jessie James
The second grade scientists have been immersed in the study of plants. Over the past few 
weeks we have dissected seeds and flowers, and explored how plants change throughout 
their life cycle. Our green thumbs are already starting to show! 
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Nurse’s Corner 

 "Once a Week - Take a Peek"

Checking for head lice should be a normal part of every family's routine.  If you find lice, don't 
worry or be embarrassed.  Head lice are a normal part of childhood - nearly 1 in 10 primary 
school children could have head lice at any one time.  You may already know just how frustrating 
it can be when your child comes home scratching their head.  But there are ways to practice 
prevention against head lice. 

● Check your family's hair for lice regularly - once a week is ideal! ● Visit your local pharmacist or 
consult your doctor for guidance on the various treatment options available ● Initiate treatment 
as soon as you find live lice and continue to monitor the situation ● Use the "weekly peek" as an 
opportunity to develop a family routine ● Reward your child for each week's successful search ● 
Educate your family with accurate facts about head lice

Helpful Information:

Head lice are live wingless insects that crawl on the head and feed from the blood in the scalp. 
The eggs are called "nits" and are attached to the hair shaft.  Lice are spread through 
head-to-head contact - crawling from one head to another.  Contrary to common belief, they do 
not jump or fly.  Adult females can live for up to a month and lay eggs each day, which leads to 
rapid multiplication.  Lice spread when heads come in contact - so there are endless places 
where lice exposure can occur!  

Remember:

Head lice are not a disease or illness ● Is common among younger children and their families ●  
Can be spread to and from heads and back again ● Nit removal is an essential part of lice 
management following treatment ● There are pesticide, non-pesticide, nit-combing and 
alternative treatments on the market and your pharmacist or healthcare provider will be able to 
help you determine which is best for your family ● 

For more on this topic please visit the Hoboken Public Schools website > district resources > 
health services > head lice information.  
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Updates and Upcoming events

April
Wednesday, April 25th & Thursday, April 26th: Grade 1 and 2 Career Day

May
Thursday, May 10th: Kindergarten Career Day @ 12pm
Friday May 11th: What’s Out There Planetarium visits Brandt 
Friday, May 18th: Author of Big Sil, A.J. Bennet, visits Brandt
Memorial Day

Friday, May 25th: Half Day (1pm Dismissal)
Monday, May 28th: No School

June
Monday, June 4th: K-2 Field Day
Wednesday, June 20th: Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony @ 10am 
Wednesday, June 20th: Half Day (1pm Dismissal)
Thursday, June 21st: Half Day (1pm Dismissal)
Friday, June 22nd: Half Day (1pm Dismissal)

Last day of school:
Monday, June 25th: Half Day (1pm Dismissal)


